Total glossectomy.
Forty-five patients had a "total" glossectomy for initial advanced tongue carcinoma or for recurrent carcinoma. Forty percent of the patients (18) had a total laryngectomy at the time of glossectomy. Forty-nine percent of the patients (22) had either a lateral or anterior mandibulectomy at the time of glossectomy. Seventy-one percent of the patients (15 of 21) who had an intact larynx and 12.5 percent who had laryngectomy (3 of 24) had some degree of useful speech. Thirty-one percent of the patients (14 of 45) had no problems in deglutition whereas 53 percent of the patients (24) needed a nasogastric tube, 4 patients inserted the feeding tube themselves, 2 had a cervical esophagostomy, and 1 had a special prosthesis for feeding purposes. Thirty-seven percent of the patients (10 of 27) had considerable aspiration problems. Twenty-two percent (6 patients) needed a laryngectomy, and 7.5 percent (2 patients) needed a cervical esophagostomy to prevent further problems. Seven and one-half percent of the patients (2) succumbed to serious pulmonary infection. In this study, total glossectomy had a salvage rate of 65 percent at 6 months postoperatively, 27.5 percent at 1 year, 25 percent at 2 years, 25 percent at 3 years, 20 percent at 5 years, and 10 percent at 10 years.